EPIDEMICS — CHOLERA   AND   MALARIA
intravenous transfusion and gained the confidence of the
whole countryside, so that people would send for him at all
hours and refuse to have anyone else. One day he had
been out tramping the country carrying a load and with his
assistants treating forty cases, getting back at night dead
tired. About midnight he was sent for again to go to a
village four miles away where there were three bad cases.
He went out by car, walking the last part of the way, gave
three intravenous transfusions, and came home in the early
morning ; and was out the following day on his usual round.
Dr. Orr tells a striking story of perseverance in a desperate
case.
" One night about 10.30, after I had had a hard day In
the operating theatre, a small group of people arrived on
'my veranda and insisted that I should go out with them to
a village five miles away where a man lay at the point of
death with cholera. I was inclined to persuade them to
call someone else, as I felt I had done more than a day's
work and was entitled to a night's rest. They would take
no refusal, however, and after collecting intravenous appar-
atus from the hospital we set out. I found a prosperous-
looking merchant in a well-appointed house, almost pulse-
less and obviously very ill. We opened the vein in his arm
and gave him three pints of hypertonic saline, after which
he appeared to be better. The next night we were called
again, for he had collapsed once more. Again we went out
and gave another two pints. All day, of course, they had
been administering the usual anti-cholera medicines. The
following day the report was more favourable, but on the
fourth day we were sent for once more because his condition
was again serious. For the third time we transfused him
and for the third time he rallied. From that day forward
he made steady progress and within a fortnight he was back
at work. One interesting example of the effect of fear was
shown in the young brother of this case. He was obviously
very excited and perturbed, and all the time I was in the
house he kept jumping up and down, beating his breast and
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